ENVIRONMENT – VOCABULARY
Environmental protection

Environmental issues = problems = topics:
Greenhouse effect

Greenhouse gas = fume – CO2=carbon dioxide
Overproduction of CO2 –warmth stays on the Earth – temperature rises = climbs up = goes up
Global warming causes Climate changes

Sea level rises / increases; 

Icebergs and glaciers melt;

Species’ habitats change – species (fauna and flora = animals and plants) die out /extinct

Pollution – air / water / soil / light / noise pollution

To pollute; polluter; pollutant substance; 
Air pollution – exhaust fumes = gases contain CO2 (burning fossil fuels in combustion engines – cars, aircraft ...)
Volcanic activity produces = emits (volcanic emission) CO2

Industry produces = emits (industrial emission) CO2

Extensive agriculture

Water pollution – oil tankers have accidents at sea and cause ecological catastrophes = large oil spills (animals and plants = species in the water underneath the spill die of the lack of oxygen)
Cutting rainforests / deforestation – less production of O2=oxygen

Greenery / green leaves / foliage produce O2 during a day

Photosynthesis – a chemical reaction in the green parts of plants: sun light + chlorophyll + CO2 needed = production of O2; 

At night / in the darkness the process is reverse: O2 is consumed while CO2 is produced
Acid rain; 
Chemical reaction of chemicals in fumes = gases (usually industrial emissions) and rain water in the sky = results in rain which contains mild acid and pollutes the affected area (example of soil pollution) – plants and trees die;
Ozone holes; 
holes in ozone layer = a layer of the atmosphere which protects the earth from dangerous UV sun’s radiation; 
Ozone holes appear = form above the earth poles, because the chemical reaction destroying the ozone needs freons (CFC) and low temperature;
Danger: UV radiation reaches / comes down to the earth and causes skin cancer

Waste management
Industrial waste; 
nuclear waste; 
chemical waste; 

Waste water (waste water recycles in waste water treatment plants);
Don’t waste energy!
Domestic waste (recycles):

Sorting garbage = litter = rubbish in some cities – special containers for recycled materials: paper, glass, plastic, textile, metal, bio-waste...)

Trend: 

Popularisation of ecological friendliness – 
Recycling, sorting, reusing, 
Using decomposable or recyclable materials for packaging (no plastic packaging);
Saving natural sources (stop to wasting energy, water, fuel...);
Development of alternative energy sources, 
Alternative transportation means (public transportation)…
