Syllabus
Children’s Literature

Winter Semester
Instructor:  Mgr. Joel C. Head, BA

Office:  #557
Office Hours:  Tuesdays 11:00 – 12:00 

Course Requirements:

Attendance:  The student must attend 80% of all seminars.

Reading and Assignments:  The student must complete all assigned reading and coursework.

Participation:  The student must actively participate in course discussions.

Examination:  The student must obtain at least 70% on the end-of-course exam.

Program of Studies:

Week 1  -  The Uses of Literature  -  Read the 3 versions of Little Red Riding Hood
Week 2  -  Trends and Early Didacticism in Children’s Literature  -  Read Holiday House
Week 3  -  Avoidance of the Didactic  -  Read Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
Week 4  -  The Freeing of the Imagination  -  Read Through the Looking Glass
Week 5  -  The Search for Meaning in Alice  -  Read The Reluctant Dragon
Week 6  -  Turning Inward: The Golden Age Begins  -  Read The Phoenix and the Carpet
Week 7  -  Domestic Fiction:  Life at Home  -  Read Editha’s Burglar
Week 8  -  Children’s Drama  -  Read 1st part of Peter Pan
Week 9  -  Peter Pan: The Epitome of the Golden Age  -  Read 2nd part of Peter Pan

Week 10 – Animals in Children’s Literature  -  Read How the Camel Got His Hump
Week 11 – Adventures and Expeditions  -  Read Winnie-the-Pooh
Week 12  -  Children’s Poetry  -  Read Nursery Rhymes
Week 13  -  Winning Hearts and Minds: The Battle Over Children’s Literature

Required Reading:

Little Red Riding Hood (the 3 versions of this fairy tale are in the resource room)

Holiday House, by Catherine Sinclair

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, Through the Looking Glass, by Lewis Carroll

The Reluctant Dragon, by Kenneth Grahame

The Phoenix and the Carpet, by Edith Nesbit

Editha’s Burglar, by Frances Hodgson Burnett

Peter Pan, by J.M. Barrie
How the Camel Got His Hump, by Rudyard Kipling

Winnie-the-Pooh, by A.A. Milne

Nursery Rhymes (a master copy is in the resource room)
