Introduction to Literature

Winter Semester

Instructor:  Mgr. Joel Cameron Head

Office:  557

Office Hours:  Tuesdays 11:00 - 12:00
Course Requirements:

Attendance:  Students must attend 80% of all seminars.

Reading:  Students must complete assigned reading in order to be ready for discussion.

Participation:  Students are encouraged to actively participate in course discussions.

Exam:  The end of term oral exam will assess students' understanding of course materials and theoretical approaches.
Course of Studies:

Week 1:  Introduction 

- poem, "Emperor of Ice-Cream," by Wallace Stevens

Week 2:  Image, Symbol, Myth, Metaphor - reading from René Wellek 

- poem, "The Hollow Men," by T.S. Eliot

Week 3:  Metaphor, Metonymy, Synecdoche, Irony - reading from Kenneth Burke

- poems, "Jerome in Solitude," by James Wright, and "The Goose Fish," by Howard Nemerov

Week 4:  Prosody - reading from Timothy Steele

- poem, "Range-Finding," by Robert Frost

Week 5:  Figurative Language - reading "Figura," by Erich Auerbach

- "MacArthur Park" song and lyrics

Week 6:  Reality and Truth Claims - reading Philip Wheelwright

Week 7:  The Perspective of the Poet - reading Jane Hirshfield and Karl Shapiro

Week 8:  Narrative Structure - reading Seymour Chatman

Week 9:  Authors and Narrators - reading Wayne Booth

Week 10:  Literary Theories - reading M.H. Abrams

Week 11:  Hermeneutics - How do we interpret? - reading from Gerald Bruns

Week 12:  James Joyce - strategies of reading "The Dead"

Week 13:  Oral Exam

